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whoever else had deceived the Viceroy, should have been, at whatever sacrifice of personal feeling, dismissed. It cannot be just to make it, as Sir Gilbert Elliot's biographer does,1 a crime against Paoli that, in spite of the disclaimers of Pozzo and Colonna, corroborated by the Viceroy, he continued to treat it as true, and to assume that it was so in writing to his friends. It was the inevitable consequence to be expected from this failure to meet his point that they " would do well to clear their conduct to the people of Corsica." As he believed that the Viceroy had been imposed upon, and as, in fact, it is manifest that he was, the Viceroy's corroboration could not affect the question.
For Pozzo and for Colonna the one clear course of honour, and the only one, was to demand an independent inquiry into the facts. Moreover, it is evident2 that the Home Government assumed that Sir Gilbert had of course made such an inquiry. As this was beyond all dispute the first serious event which excited universal feeling throughout the island, leading up to the ultimate revolt, it has been very necessary to make the facts clear. Nevertheless it is an entirely gratuitous assumption that the excitement was due to any action on the part of Paoli. The two proc&s verbaux were drawn up in Bastia, and were immediately circulated throughout the country, Paoli being far away in his own house at the time. It appears that Sir Gilbert's assertion that Paoli had had " Pozzo di Borgo burnt in effigy in several villages/' merely represents what Pozzo wished him to believe. Moore's direct evidence, from intimate knowledge of the Corsi-cans, that it was only Paoli who restrained them from
1  "Life of Sir Gilbert Elliot," vol. ii. p. 321.
2  Ibid., vol. ii. p. 327 note.t was true, Colonna, orrdly behis biographer, did doorgo at all events. He is, they say, directed by him like a child. They dread a disturbance and the loss of the British connection and protection. The Dolphin sailed last night to Civita Vecchia for Mr. North, the Secretary of State.ngly to-morrow evening. If they do so quietly, they will give a great instance of forbearance andareful to keep his
